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Engineering colleges set to come out of AICTE shadow 

TNN Dec 18, 2013, 05.18AM IST 

HYDERABAD: State professional colleges would soon be under the purview of respective universities and not 

answerable to All India Council for Technical Education, if a recent University Grants Commission directive 

comes into effect. This would mean, universities in the state could decide on reducing the number of seats left 

vacant in engineering colleges in the state, once the new Act is implemented in 2014. 

The UGC has already drafted a handbook for affiliation and put it up on its website for comments from various 

stakeholders. As per the new rules proposed by the UGC, all functions of AICTE will now rest with affiliating 

universities in the state. The functions include approval for setting up of new colleges, change in site or location 

of an existing college, extension of approval of existing college and conversion of women's college into co-ed 

college. Increase or reduction in number of seats allotted to a college, closure of institutions or courses and all 

matters related to supernumerary or NRI seats, are the other issues to be decided by the affiliated universities. 

Affiliating universities will also be responsible for change in the college name, adding dual degree and 

integrated courses or second shift and part-time programmes in the existing colleges. The universities will in 

turn be answerable to UGC on all these matters. The draft could be finalised in a few weeks. 

The move is in accordance with a Supreme Court judgment on April 25, 2013 which states that colleges 

affiliated to universities do not come under the purview of the definition 'technical institution' under section 2(h) 

of AICTE Act, 1987. 

In addition to approval, the universities will also be affiliating bodies of colleges. The new move could prove to 

be very important to the state as it has the highest number of technical institutions in the country. According to 

college managements, the uneven growth of number of seats in the state will be brought under control if the 

approval process is taken over by affiliating universities. 

While the state has over 3.60 lakh engineering seats, just 1.5 lakh students are interested in taking up courses, 

leaving a large majority of classrooms empty. 

The unprecedented growth was the result of a massive increase in seats initiated by AICTE from 2011 to 14. 

"The huge increase in number of seats in the past few years resulted in uneven distribution of students across 

the state. Many colleges which got approval in the past are facing closure at present. The growth initiated by 

AICTE in fact killed colleges," said Ramesh Nimmatoori, president, Consortium of Professional College 

Managements Association. 

Across the country, AICTE had allowed an increase in seats by 32% in 2011-12, 37% in 2012-13 and 35% in 

2013-14 academic years. 

Even as the approval function will be taken away from AICTE, the council will still be the apex policy making 

body for technical education in the country, officials said. College managements expect affiliating universities 

to cut down seats for the academic year 2015-16. "If the seat share reduces, courses in the state would stablise. 

The AICTE has not agreed to cutting down of seats citing certain rules. But universities could be more 

flexible," a source said. 

This would mean, in the coming years, Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University, which has the highest 

number of affiliated colleges, could decide the future of technical education in the state. 
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